
Message From The Executive Director

Happy June everyone!

Summer is right around the corner and that means our busy season is upon us. It
has been a challenging few years with COVID sticking around and now Highly
Pathogenic Avian Flu (HPAI) bearing down on us, but I'm confident that our
resilient team of staff and volunteers will be able to handle all the changes that are
being thrown at them.
Over the past five months, 393 animals have come through our doors and that
number is set to quadruple during the summer months. This year will be another
exceptional one, as we are limited to the number of patients we can take in due to
HPAI outbreak. With our strict biosecurity measures in place, what took us 10
minutes to do before HPAI, now takes 30 minutes to complete. However, our team
is handling this hurdle with the utmost confidence and professionalism.

Beki Hunt
Executive Director



Updates

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Updates

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza showed up in North America in January of 2022. At the

start of the year we were watching the progression of the virus unfold and preparing the

protocols in case it came to Alberta. In April of 2022 HPAI showed up in Alberta in

waterfowl. HPAI can affect multiple species, mainly waterfowl, raptors, and corvids, with a

90-100% mortality rate in raptors and corvids. Waterfowl can carry the virus but not show

symptoms.

Based on the protocols from Environment Canada and the fact that waterfowl can be

asymptomatic, we decided to halt the intake of waterfowl to protect our permanent

residents and patients as well as prevent further spread into the wild environment. We

continued to take a reduced number of raptors and corvids into quarantine, to release them

once the quarantine period has passed.

As per the protocols from Environment Canada, we will be able to take full capacity

waterfowl, raptors, and corvids 90 days after the last positive case in Alberta.

We are in constant contact with The Canadian Wildlife Health Centre and have been told

outbreaks seem to be on the decline.

Isolation and Intake Trailer

We are thrilled to announce we've secured a trailer that we will be converting into a fully

functioning isolation and intake area. We were also able to raise $103,924.86 towards

the retrofit of the trailer. Thank you to everyone who helped make this happen. We are

very excited to have this up and running and look forward to sharing the progress with you!

National Geographic Photographer
Snaps Calgary Wildlife Patients!
Calgary Wildlife had an unexpected
and very exciting opportunity this
winter. Joel Sartore, Nat Geo Photo Ark
founder and photographer, stopped by
the centre to take photos of some of our
patients. The Photo Ark initiative helps
teach people about conservation and
Joel has currently photographed over
12,000 species!



During the visit to our centre, Joel was
able to add the North American
Porcupine, The Hoary Marmot, The
Western Bluebird, and The Big Brown
Bat to the Photo Ark collection. These
animals that came through our centre
will live on forever to represent their
species in the Photo Ark. To learn more
about Joel's important work, please
visit National Geographic's Photo Ark.

This year's Eye For The
Wild photography contest was a huge
success. We received a record number
of entries, and they were all amazing!
Thank you to everyone who took part,
our judges, and sponsors! Keep your

eyes open for a calendar in the fall with
an assortment of gorgeous pictures

from this year's entries!

1st Place Winner, Stuart Rogers

2nd Place Winner, Robert Skoye 3rd Place Winner, Lilly Hiebert

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/photo-ark/?locale=en


4th Place Winner, Robert Skoye Public Vote Winner, Melissa Brathwaite

Click here for a full gallery of winners and honourable
mentions

Patient News

We rarely have reptile patients at Calgary

Wildlife, but we were lucky to bring one into

our care at the end of May. This bullsnake

was brought to us from Medicine Hat after

being found covered in spray foam which

was impeding her mobility.

Bullsnakes have an enlarged scale on their

noses to help dig in loose soil or animal

burrows, which is likely how she became

covered in spray foam. While digging into a

burrow in search of prey or as shelter, she

could have become trapped after someone

filled in the entrance with spray foam. With

no other exit, she most likely was forced to

slither out through the foam.

Luckily, she was found and brought to us for

care. She will need to stay in our care until

all the spray foam has been successfully

removed and there are no signs of infection.

She will then be released back to the wild

where she belongs.

 

https://calgarywildlife.org/2022/05/20/2022-photo-contest-winners


Bullsnake Fun Facts:

They are Alberta's largest non-venomous snake.

They are excellent climbers.

They are yellow or cream coloured with large brown blotches and smaller heads.

They can live for more than 30 years. 

Their conservation status is listed as 'special concern' due to habitat loss.

Education

  The North American Porcupine

When most people think of urban wildlife the

porcupine is usually not the first species that

comes to mind. Porcupines are very shy

and elusive animals, making sightings rare,

but they are well-established within the city.

They are typically nocturnal and will rest in

trees out of sight during the day.  Despite

the translation of their name from Latin to

"quill pig", porcupines are rodents that feed

on plants and the bark and leaves of trees.

Wildlife folklore has contributed to the belief

that porcupines  ‘shoot’ quills, however, this

is false.

The highest density of a porcupine's quills is concentrated on the tail. When a porcupine

feels threatened they will give multiple warning signals such as vocalizations, teeth

chattering, raising their guard hairs, and displaying the quills on their back. If the threat has

not retreated after their warnings, they will resort to swinging their tail to defend themselves.

The quills then become dislodged upon contact. Interestingly, the quills of the North

American Porcupine possess antibiotic properties. This is believed to have evolved as a

strategy against self-quilling. Porcupines give birth in the spring to porcupettes. The young

stay with their mothers throughout the summer before venturing off on their own. At Calgary

Wildlife, we typically see a few orphaned porcupettes every summer and multiple adult

porcupines throughout the year. Many cases are due to dog attacks or

starvation/dehydration because of relocation.

To help minimize conflicts with

porcupines, follow the steps below;



-Fence off valuable orchards, gardens, and

anything else that may be susceptible to

porcupine damage. To protect individual

trees, wrap the trunks in aluminum flashing.

-Keep all your tools and leather goods

locked away in a shed or garage.

-Keep your dog on a leash when outdoors, especially if you suspect that there's a

porcupine in the area. This will not only protect the porcupine but also your dog.

-Keep cats from roaming, especially during baby season.

-Porcupines love salt and often will hang around cars to lick to salt on the tires. To prevent

this from happening, put out a salt lick for them to keep them away from your car.

-Do not trap and relocate. Many animals have established territories and food sources.

Trapping and relocating the animal only opens up that territory to a new animal, as well as

seriously decreases their chance of survival in their new territory.

In Calgary, we have the privilege of sharing our spaces with so many different types

of urban wildlife. Let's all make sure we are doing everything we can to live together

in harmony with these animals.

The Hamptons School Presentation

Our education programs have been on

again off again over the past few years due

to COVID and now Avian Flu, but we have

managed to get a few presentations in with

our fabulous educators and education

ambassadors.

Ophelia our Great Horned Owl is always a

big hit with kids and adults alike, and helped

teach this kindergarten class all about owls

in the wild. The children were so happy to

learn about owls they wanted to share what

they learnt with us.

Quotes from the kids:
"She has sharp talons and 4 toes."



"The wings are quiet so she can catch a mouse."
"She spits out the bones and hair."

"When her feathers are up she is happy."
"She listens for the mouse under the snow."

Thanks to the teachers and children at The Hamptons School 
for being such a great group of learners!

Volunteer Spotlight- Bonnie Presser

Q: How long have you been with
Calgary Wildlife?
I have been volunteering with Calgary

Wildlife in some capacity since I moved to

Calgary in 2006. I wanted to volunteer with

animals and the wildlife center was both

close to my house and didn't have the

danger of wanting to adopt all the animals

like I would at the SPCA.

What roles have you had as a volunteer?
When I started out I did animal care and helped with releases. As my life changed with

having a family and illness, animal care was harder to do and I switched over to helping in

fundraising and marketing. Things I can do from home.

In your opinion, what is the most important work that Calgary Wildlife does?
The most important work is the education of the public. To teach people why we should

keep animals in the wild, give traditionally disliked species a chance and to temper well-

meaning people from inadvertently kidnapping babies who don't need saving. There is just

so much people don't know about how to co-exist with wildlife.

What do you hope the organization will achieve in the near future? In the
long term?
Since I began volunteering I have seen the organization come a long way. In the near

future I hope to see more digital engagement from our supporters, donations for much

needed items, and expansion of that community. In the long run I'd love to see a learning

centre for the Calgary Wildlife, where our resident education animals can live and our

educators can host groups for presentations.

Do you have an anecdote about a wild animal encounter that really moved
you?



I once went out on a pickup call for a great grey owl. It was just sitting around and looked

uncomfortable. To be able to get so close to such a big and beautiful owl was very special

to me. As I scooped it up with big gloves and a carrier it didn't even struggle. It turned out

the it had been electrocuted on a line, it looked completely fine on basic visual inspection,

but upon closer exam the staff could see the entry and exit of the electricity. This beautiful

owl probably wasn't going to make it and its all because of modern human needs. That's

why I keep volunteering, we have to help the animals that are injured because of us, it only

seems fair.

Favourite wild animal and why?
Richardson ground squirrels: their antics, interactions and importance as a keystone

species. It seems like people out here don't like them, but I love them! They are the cute

underdogs of the prairies.

Interested in volunteering? 

We are in need of some volunteers that have events, marketing, and social media

experience. If that sound like something you'd like to help out with, 

please email us at admin@calgarywildlife.org

 Events

It's that time of year...baby
shower season!
Our annual baby shower month is kicking

off again and we can't wait to share our

babies with you. This year we'll be

showcasing our baby hares, skunks,

ravens, and foxes. By attending the virtual

baby shower (or watching after on

YouTube), you'll learn all about our patients,

how they ended up in our care, and see

them being fed.

Some new incentives at this year's shower
are;
-First 10 donors of more than $25 during
our live feeds will receive a special thank
you gift.
-Top 3 donors in the month of June will
receive an extra special thank you gift from
us.
-Our first ever 50/50 raffle being held on
Rafflebox.



Our fundraising target this year is
$30,000, which covers three months of
food and medications for our patients.
Please let all your animal loving friends
know about our shower.
We looking forward to "seeing" you there!

Buy 50/50 Raffle
Tickets

Learn More About The
Baby Shower

Thank Yous

SAIT Business Students
Huge shout out to some fantastic students

at SAIT who organized a "Workout for

Wildlife" fundraising event for us. They

raised $300 for wildlife in need just by

exercising! 

Would you like to organize a fundraising for

us but are unsure where to start? Email us

at admin@calgarywildlife.org for some tips!

Girl Guides Troop 21

Thank you to the fantastic girls from Girl

Guides troop 21 for collecting a car full of

donations of much needed items for us. 

These two animal lovers go to show you're never too young to help! Some of our youngest

https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/cwrs
https://www.facebook.com/calgarywildlife/events?ref=page_internal


supporters, and huge owl lovers Bennet and Indie raised a whopping $250 for Calgary

Wildlife by selling handmade stickers!

 Donors 
Thank you to everyone who has chosen to donate to help injured and orphaned wildlife.

Because of your continued support we've been able to help the nearly 400 patients that

have come through our doors since the start of the year.

 Volunteers 
A giant thank you to all our fantastic volunteers! From our social media volunteers, to our

pick up drivers, to our maintenance and education volunteers, because of you Calgary

Wildlife 

is able to help more wildlife in need. 

 Special Thanks To 
The Congram & Woloschuk Family Charitable Foundation, The Estate of W.D. Tidball,

ATCO, Alberta Infrastructure, The City of Calgary, The Oliver Family Foundation, Harry &

Martha Cohen Foundation, The Calgary Foundation, Quinn Beck, Steve Paterson, Barb

Wright, 

Tim Bell, Jim Rainkie, Janice Johnson, John Shaw, Vienna Spencer, Susanne Maidment,

Leona Dvorak, Gayleen Jorgensen, and finally thank you to all our hard working staff 

and board members!

Ways To Help

Interested in helping but unsure how? Why not consider some of the following;



Become A Monthly Patient Sponsor
Choose your favourite wild animal to sponsor on a regular monthly basis. There

are many different options available for all different budgets! You'll be helping our
patients get back to the wild where they belong! 

Hold A Birthday Fundraiser
We always have items on our wishlist that we could use help with, why not hold a fundraiser

for your birthday and choose one of those items? Or, simply set up your birthday fundraiser

on Facebook. Celebrate your special day by helping wildlife in need!

Vote For Us Every Week
Every quarter, we are up for a grant from My Giving Circle. Mark your calendar and

vote for us weekly to help us get to the number one spot in Canada!
(Please note, you do not need to donate on the My Giving Circle site, when prompted, you can just click

skip or no, we will still get your vote!)

Calgary Wildlife Wishlist

If you'd like to donate a product to
us, or hold a fundraising event to
purchase a more expensive item,

take a look at some items 
on our wishlist.

Digital Stainless Steel Postal Scale

Heating Pads WITHOUT 
Automatic Shutoff. 

Flannel Baby Blankets 
(no patterns or bright colours)

https://calgarywildlife.org/sponsor-an-animal-2/
https://www.amazon.ca/hz/wishlist/ls/R6NLH0J3L4UY?ref_=wl_share
https://mygivingcircle.org/calgary-wildlife-rehabilitation-society-cwrs


Storage Sheds Straw Bedding

Please note, images are just for reference. If you are interested in helping out with any of

these items, please email admin@calgarywildlife for full details.

See our full wishlist here.

For Your Viewing Pleasure

P.S...Remember to vote for us weekly at My Giving Circle to help us win grants!

https://calgarywildlife.org/wishlist/
https://www.tiktok.com/@calgarywildlife/video/7105092712109509893?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.facebook.com/calgarywildlife/
https://www.instagram.com/calgarywildlife
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3rF02JU1dUu8mBhdH3jPZQ
https://twitter.com/calgarywildlife
https://mygivingcircle.org/calgary-wildlife-rehabilitation-society-cwrs
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